	
	
	



ALSTONEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
7pm Annual Parish Council Meeting - prepared and presented by the Vice Chair as Acting Chair.
Present:  Acting Chair (Vice Chair): G Campbell (GC), Charlotte Jordan (CJ), C McIlroy (CM), M Newman (MN), A Hayes (AH), R Longdon (RH), Edwin Wain (EW). Clerk, Sally Dartnell (SD). There were 3 members of the public present. 

Councillors appointed Cllr Campbell as Acting Chair in his role of Vice Chair. Cllr Campbell signed his acceptance of this temporary role.

The Annual Council presentation summarising the year is published on the website here. Members of the public had the opportunity to speak after the presentation. 1 attendee read a prepared statement. The meeting closed at 7.12pm and the Parish Council meeting then followed:

Minutes of a meeting of Alstonefield Parish Council held on Wednesday 20th May 2026 in Alstonefield Village Hall.
10 minutes are set aside at the start of the PC meeting for members of the public to speak and ask questions: 
No further comments were made. 
 
20.05.1 Apologies:  
County Cllr Charlotte Kelly sent apologies.

20.05.2 Minutes of the previous meeting
The draft minutes of the previous meeting had been published and forwarded to members of the Council in advance of the meeting. These were confirmed as a true record of proceedings and signed by GC. 

20.05.3 Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest of councillors related to published agenda
None declared.

20.05.4 Clerks Report and matters arising
Matters Arising:
· Election of a Chair – Clerk was asked to note that none of the Councillors felt it appropriate to take on the longer-term role until the forthcoming election process for a new Councillor is completed, at which time the full Council can collectively take that decision together. They felt this would promote continued future collaborative working of the full council of 7 Councillors together rather than take the longer-term decision before the new Councillor is elected. Vice Chair will continue as Acting Chair at this time.
· End of year audit and signing of accounts – Independent audit took place on Monday 18th May.  Acting Chair signed the AGAR forms and annual accounts which had been circulated to all councillors. Clerk to submit AGAR and make VAT reclaim.
· Auditor recommended adoption of the circulated updated policies for GDPR, Vexatious Complaints, IT, FOI requests and BYOD.  All councillors were in favour.
· Auditor also recommended ICO registration which GC had flagged. All councillors in favour and £52 cost approved.
· Clerk also confirmed with auditor that moving to digital records for bank statements, invoices etc is acceptable. She confirmed this is good practice and recommended that a single Schedule of Payments is used at each meeting which can be signed and attached to the minutes. All councillors were in favour.
· The option to deposit minutes in the county archive was discussed. All councillors were in favour. Clerk to investigate and implement.
· Casual Vacancy update – Clerk had spoken with SMDC Election Officer who advised a contested election process would need to be followed as a letter with 10 signatures had been received by the elections office.  SMDC gave estimated costs for poll cards and SPCA advised total estimated election costs expected to be between £3-5K.  All councillors in favour of printing poll cards. Clerk will share election date when confirmed by SMDC – expected to be after 7th July. 
· Parish Assembly - 25 June 2026 at 7pm, in the Council Chamber, Moorlands House, Leek. Opportunity for 2 councillors to attend.  All to consider and notify clerk if able to attend.
· Insurance - renewal quote from Zurich is £500, alternative quote from Clear Council was £700. All in favour of renewing with Zurich.
· Additional Bank signatories – 4 more councillors to be added to the signatories list. GC will implement.
· Milldale Defibrillator battery replacement - £350. Given the impact on budget resulting from the election, Clerk to include this cost in the application to the Leaden Boot grant for 2026/7.  Clerk to update Jamie Tomlinson.
· Membership of Support Staffordshire – all councillors agreed not to take up this subscription given the other memberships and budget pressures.
· Car boot sale dates for the year confirmed as: 6/4, 26/4, 4/5, 25/5, 31/5, 28/6, 26/7, 30/8, 31/8, 27/9
· Cricket Fixtures for year confirmed as: 7/6, 14/6, 21/6, 12/7, 19/7, 6/9, 13/9.  All games starting at 1pm

20.05.5 Items from/for the District Councillor and County Councillors
County Cllr Charlotte Kelly sent apologies.

Cllr Wain shared insight into the future local elections – timing unknown but he will share knowledge when known. He advised that it could be that there is an election in both 2027 and 2028.  Community Fund will be accessible again in this FY. Clerk to apply when additional playground costs are known.

20.05.6 Locality Action Plan
Local Engagement Workshops – 11th June for our cluster. GC and MN will attend the zoom session.

20.05.7 Planning matters, decision notices and appeals
a. Applications: None
b. Decision notices:  None
c. Appeals: None

	20.05.8 Financial matters - items of expenditure and income
[bookmark: _Int_FrmlxrNK]The following payments were approved:	
(VAT)
a. Playing Field Mowing*  					£345
b. Clerk Salary Dec, Apr, May**				£926.20			
Clerk printing May					£3.49
c. Lengthsman invoice	 (24 hours)			£384
d. Insurance 26/27 - Zurich 				£500
e. Village hall usage May 					£9
f. Parish Online – Apr 26-27 				£250.00	£50.00 
g. RoSPA inspection					£137.00	£27.40
h. Peak Park Parishes subs					£12
i. Noticeboard lock replacements				£170
j. Ford Partnership payroll services				£240		 £48.00
k. ICO registration***	 				£52
l. Land Registry search – Archford Moor  			£14.00
m. Independent Auditor 2025/6				£213.60

	£2997.69
*(note increase for this FY to £115 per cut)
** Dec payment missed 307.40, Apr 309.40, May 309.40
*** approved but not yet paid at the time of these minutes

Income: Carpark monies had kindly been collected by AH in the sum of £176.05

Interest on deposit account for April £14.98

Balances in the Parish Accounts after these transactions are £21,462.36 in the deposit account and £3,972.29 in the current account.

20.05.9 Community Communication, Notice Boards and Website
CJ confirmed new locks on the 3 locked noticeboards – AH/MN/AH/GC now have keys. Noticeboard has been collected from RH and GC is storing it ready for reinstating on the wall at Duck Cottage. CJ will ask a local handyman to install. Thanks to RH for repairing this board.

www.alstonefield-pc.gov.uk ready to go live. All Councillors to look at the site and decide when they are happy with the content.  New clerk email address will also go live which should resolved the ongoing issues with bouncebacks.

20.05.10 Highway Issues

Grit bins – by 31/7/26 we must confirm location of all bins in the parish, ownership, approval, insurance and filling requirements – schedule of payments was given.  All Councillors to look for bins and notify clerk of any along with location ahead of the 1 July meeting.

20.05.11 Lengthsman work 2026/7
Clerk to speak with lengthsman about pay for this year given rise in fuel costs.
Clerk to apply for lengthsman grant for the coming year.

20.05.12 RoSPA Playground Safety Report, maintenance & Leaden Boot Grant Application 2026
RoSPA assessment took place on 12 May.  Jon Faulkner met the safety officer, understands the report. Playdale (previous suppliers) have been asked for a quote for replacement items. Slide roof needs replacing and the flooring has splinters. Playdale advise that the slide roof can be removed. Swing chains and seats need replacing. Seeking a quote to do this. Only other issue is the gate – hoped that this can be rectified by adjusting the posts. 

20.05.13 Car Park Enforcement
Continuing issue with overnight parking of campervans and other vehicles. Leafleting has been used. SPCA had been approached for advice in relation to the car park restrictions which were put in place in the 1990s. Councillors discussed the issue and the idea of locking the gates and using chains and padlocks. All councillors in agreement.
 
20.05.14 IT Policy, GDPR, BYOD & ICO Membership
Assertion 10 Compliance forms part of the Independent Audit, confirming IT, GDPR, BYOD Policies for compliance. Auditor recommended ICO registration and updated FOI and Vexatious Complaints policies from SPCA.
CJ and GC had produced a draft IT, GDPR and BYOD policy that was briefly discussed and it was agreed that the policies would be adopted and ICO registration undertaken by the clerk.

20.05.15 Parish Online
It was agreed that we will move our Microsoft 365 and PC website to Parish Online’s system and that GC would arrange this as soon as possible. This will give us a host of benefits, including automatic WCAG 2.2 AA website compatibility, PC email and storage accounts for all councillors, gov.uk domain.  Cllr temporary usernames and passwords will be shared with all Councillors. 

20.05.16 Upgrade of Operating System on Clerk Laptop
This has been completed by GC and returned to the clerk. 

20.05.17 Correspondence
a. An email/letter has been received from a parishioner in relation to the council (same statement that was read by a parishioner at the start of the meeting). The clerk has taken SPCA advice and will respond outside of the meeting.
b. Leaden Boot committee invited another application and confirmed the 2025/6 Award of £1000 will be rolled over to the current year.

20.05.18 Any other business and items for the next agenda

The dog waste signs have been purchased and installed.

Archford Moor Land Registry – GC contacted LR and they clarified their position and this issue is now closed and the asset register updated.  Clerk to check insurance position re public liability.



20.05.14 Date of next meeting
Wednesday 1st July in the village hall at 7pm.  No forward apologies for next meeting.

The public meeting was declared closed at 20:33.
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