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In memory of the men of this parish who fell in the

Two World Wars
William Astle 1885 - 1918
Alfred Austin 1917 — 1942
Alfred Bailey 1890 — 1916
John Bennington 1895 - 1916
Thomas Brindley 1896 — 1918
Ernest Edward Brown 1894 - 1916
Wilfred Brown 1892 - 1916
Frederic Ralph Percival Burgess 1920 — 1941
Charles Featherstone 1888 — 1918
Sydney Gilman 1895 - 1918
Ernest Harrison 1896 — 1918
John Lomas 1872 - 1917
Herbert Spencer Trafford 1897 - 1916
Edward Purchase Hall White 1901 - 1942
Alfred Edward Wint 1894 — 1918

Thomas Edward Wooddisse 1894 — 1918

Their name liveth forever more
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This folder has been developed to allow us to learn more about the men of
Alstonefield who died whilst serving in the Two World Wars.

All of these men were either born in, grew up in or worked in Alstonefield or had
some family connection here. We wanted to know more about them and the
family that they came from.

Information has been obtained from the internet, local newspaper archives and
local records, but it would be nice to add more information to allow us to learn
more about these brave men.

If you are able to provide any more information then either contact us via the
village website, where a copy of this folder can be found.

admin@alstonefield.org

SQusan Wilding — 01335 310025



In Memory of

Gunner

William Astle

44666, "D" Bty. 83rd Bde., Royal Field Artillery who died on 21 March 1918 Age 20

Son of George Astle, of 9, Bank Terrace, Silver St., Uttoxeter, Staffordshire.

Remembered with Honour
Pozieres Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Gunner William Astle

Little is known about William Astle and his connection to Alstonefield.

He was born in late 1897/early 1898 possibly in the Uttoxeter area and his
father was George. No information has been found in respect of his mother.

In 1911, he appears to be working as a farm servant at Barn Close Farm,
Wetton.
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William enlists in about August 1915 into the Royal Field Artillery and was
deployed to France on 24 August that year.
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He was killed in action on 21 March 1918, this being the first day of the
German Spring Offensives. On this day the Allies suffered 6000 losses.

William is remembered at the Pozieres Memorial, France.
William was awarded 15 Star, British War medal and Victory Medal

At the time of his death, his father, George, was living at 9 Bank Terrace, Silver
Street, Uttoxeter. Only his father is referred to on the Commonwealth War
Grave Commission register.

One year after his death a memorial notice was placed in the Uttoxeter
Advertiser:

In Loving Memory of our dear Son, Gunner W Astle, 44666, RFA., killed in
action March 21 1918.

He left his home in perfect health
He looked so young and brave;
We little thought how soon he’d be
Laid in a soldier’s grave.

No one knows the parting,

Of what the parting cost,

But God in His great mercy
Has gained what we have lost.

Sadly missed by Father, Mother, Brothers and Sisters, 9 Bank Terrace,
Silver Street, Uttoxeter.

source of information
1. 1911 census © Ancestry.co.uk
2. Medal card © Ancestry.co.uk



In Memory of

Trooper

Alfred Austin

7894906, 1st Derbyshire Yeomanry, Royal Armoured Corps who died on 08 December 1942 Age 25

Remembered with Honour
Enfidaville War Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Trooper Alfred Austin

Alfred Austin was born the third son of Arthur Austin and Lucy Webster. He
was born in Alstonefield in 1917 and was the third of their 5 children.

Arthur and Lucy were married in 1907 and in 1911 they
were living in Hope, Alstonefield where Arthur was a @&
farmer. Arthur died in 1959 and Lucy in 1925. Alfred’s &®
siblings were Arthur (born 1909), Frank T (born 1917), Ester &
(born 1921) and Hubert (born 1923).

Little is known about Alfred’s life or that of his family, &
although his father’s brother Frank operated a cobblers @&
shop in Narrowdale, Alstonefield.

Alfred was a trooper in 1* Derbyshire Yeomanry, Royal Armoured Corp and
was a member of the Ashbourne contingent when war broke out.

Alfred was killed 8 December 1942 in Tunisia. An eyewitness account, as
reported in the Ashbourne News, states that an armoured car, in which Alfred
was acting as gunner, met three German armoured cars. Alfred immediately
opened fire, killing three Germans and seriously wounding a fourth. The
Germans retaliated, with a burst of fire which killer Alfred and another person
in his vehicle.

Trooper Austin was buried at Ponts de Fahs but
subsequently moved to Enfidaville War cemetery in
Tunisia.

He was awarded the 1939-45 War medal and 1939-45
Star, both for campaign service. %
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News of his death was report in the Ashbourne
News dated July 9 1946. This is some three and a
half years after his death. It is reported that the
notification was received by his mother, however, in
researching Alfred Austin, record has been found of
his mother, Lucy Austin, dying in 1925.
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sources of Information

2. Newspaper Extract © Ashbourne News 9 July 1946
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Sticky Note
Arthur married Getrude H Bond in 1929 after the death of Lucy, hence she would presumably have been the recipient


In Memory of

Private
3562, 6th Bn., Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment) who died on 10 April 1916 Age 26

Son of the late James and Hannah Bailey, of Hanson Grange, Tissington, Ashbourne.

Remembered with Honour
Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St. Eloi
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Private Alfred Bailey

Alfred Bailey, the son of James Bailey
and Hannah Knight, was born about
September 1890 in Hanson Grange, near
Alstonefield.

His father, James (1833-1913) married
Hannah Knight (1851-1893) in 1872 and
they had 15 children, Alfred being the
youngest, who survived through infancy.

Alfred’s siblings were William (1873-1920), Mary Emily (1874-1945), Sarah (1876-
1905), James (1877-1885), Joseph (1880-1931), Eliza (1881-1883), Alice (1882-
1920), Martha Jane (1885-1968), Francis Clifford (1887-1956) & Ruth (1889-1969).
A further 4 siblings, Samuel, Annie, Herbert & Harry all died in infancy.

Prior to his marriage to Hannah, James was married to Mary Moss, with whom he
had 5 children.




Census records for 1891, finds the family living and farming at Upper Hanson,
Drury Lane, Newton Grange.
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In 1901, the address is recorded at Hanson Grange. By this stage James is a
widower, with his eldest son, William recorded as working the farm with him.
Alfred at aged 10 is assumed to be at school but no details are recorded.
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Moving forward another 10 years to 1911, the family, albeit reduced in number as
the children have married and moved from the home, are still at Hanson Grange.
At this stage, Alfred, aged 20, is recorded as working on the farm.

| ; = =,

Just over 3 years after this census was taken the 1% World War broke out. Alfred,
who had been living with his sisters at Clay Pool, Alstonefield, enlisted on 13
November 1914 in Buxton, joining the Sherwood Foresters. He was in training in
Buxton, Luton, Epping and Dunstable.

He joined up with his good friend Leonard Twigge, along with a group of other
farm labourers from the Ashbourne-Tissington-Parwich area of the South west
Derbyshire Dales. Both men arrived in France on 29" June 1915 with the ||
Reinforcement and were placed with the No. 2 Entrenching Battalion on the 23rq
July 1915. Leonard joined the 1/6th Battalion ‘in the field’ on the 17th August,
whilst Alfred joined two months later on 16th October 1915. Here he was under
the command of Captain E.M.B. Taylor.




Over the next 6 months, Alfred can be traced as follows:

21/10/15
28/10/15
06/11/15
13/11-14/11

17/11-20/11
23/11-27/11

27/11-30/11
30/11-03/12

04/12/15
06/12/15
24/12/15
26/12/15
06/01/16

03/02 -10/02
10/02 - 20/02

20/02 - 29/02
29/02 - 06/03
06/03 — 09/03
09/03 - 10/03
10/03 - 25/03

25/03 -27/03
27/03 - 03/04
03/04 -09/04
09/04 - 10/04

billeted at La Pugnoy

billeted at Bethune

billeted at La Couture

in the trenches at Neuve Chapelle - right sector, right sub-
section

in the trenches a Neuve Chapelle - left sector

in the trenches at Neuve Chapelle - right sector, right sub-
section

billeted at Yves Chapelle

in the trenches at Neuve Chapelle - right sector, right sub-
section

billeted at Richeburg

billeted at Robecq

billeted at Boeseghem

billeted at Isbergues

Taken by train to Marseille — the Sherwood Foresters were due
to be sent to Egypt to fight, this did not happen so they were
posted back to the Western Front

billeted at Coulonvillers

billeted at Beaumetz (during this time he may have been
working on the construction of the Candas to Acheux railway
line)

billeted at Puchervillers

billeted at Beauval

billeted at Ivergny

billeted at Maizieres

in the trenches at Mont St Eloi — right sector opposite LaFolie
Farm

billeted at Acq

in the trenches at Mont St Eloi — right sector

billeted at Acq

in the trenches at Mont St Eloi
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Alfred’s medal card
shows that he was
awarded the 15 Star,
Victory Medal and
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Alfred was killed by a shell explosion on 10 April 1916, by the explosion of 3 shell.
He is buried at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St Eloi.

His friend and comrade Leonard Twigge was killed alongside him and they are
buried next to each other.



A memorial service for Alfred was
held in the Wesleyan Chapel
Alstonefield, details of which were
reported in the Ashbourne News on

12 May 1916.

ALSTONEFIELD.
- Memorial Service.—On Bnndali:y evening a
memorial service for the late Private Alfred
Bailey was held in the Wesleyan Chapel,
Alstonefield. The service was taken by the Rev.
J.: Pickles (circuit minister), who preached a
helpful sermon from the text, g? i3 not here:
but is risen " (8t. Luke, 24-6). 84
were sung by a congregation, ;who hall
gathered together for the service to show their
respect for the late Private Bailey and their
svmpathy with his relatives. At the conciimion

.of the service the “ Dead March " was played by

the organist (Miss Annie Riiay}. Private Alfred
Builey was the youngest son of the late Mr. Jas,
Bailey, of New Hapson Grange, and, in com ny
with several other young men, joined the Sher-
wood Foresters in the autumn of 1914, He was
trained at Buxton, and later at Luton, which
place he left for France last summer, Since then

 ho hasseen active service, and it was while doing
'hie duty in.the fighting line, on April 10th, that

he was killed by the explosion of & shell. The
greatast sympathy is felt with his relatives ang
riends, to whom the news of kis death s o great
thock. 'The sympathy of the village is also
extonded to Private Frank Lowndes, who on the
Bame occasion was severely injured. It is ho
that Private Lowndes may soon be as fully
restored to health as possible,

} . -- T

He is also remembered on his parent’s headstone in Alstonefield churchyard.

(5)



Alfred’s three campaign medals, the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and the
ribbon from his Victory medal (location of his medal unknown). The three medals
are affectionately known as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred.

Source of information

1.

D v W

Photograph © Ashbourne News 19 May 1916
Census 1891 © Ancestry.co.uk

Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk

Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk

Medal Record © Ancestry.co.uk

Newspaper Extract © Ashbourne News 12 May 1916
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In Memory of

Private

J Bennington

14009, 1st Bn., Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment) who died on 11 August 1916

Nephew of Annie Bennington, of Mill Dale, Alstonefield, Ashbourne, Derbyshire.

Remembered with Honour
Etaples Military Cemetery
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Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Private John Bennington

John Bennington was born in 1895 in
Milldale. He was baptised in St Peter’s
church Alstonefield on 4 August 1895, the
only child of Alice Bennington. As no father
is recorded on the baptism record it is
assumed that his father was unknown. He
was raised by his grandparents, John and
Hannah Bennington.

John Bennington with his grandfather,
John Murrell Bennington, 1900 (1)

In 1901, John was living with his widowed grandfather, John Bennington and
his Aunt, Annie Bennington.
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After his grandfather died in 1901, John went to live with his mother at

Woolley Moor, near Alfreton, where she had been occupied as a servant in the
census of that year.




In 1911, John had moved back to the Alstonefield area, where he was recorded
in the census as a servant on a farm on Wetton. He was living with William and
Hannah Highton (his mother’s sister)
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Shortly after the outbreak of the War, John enlisted, in Derby to the 1°
Battalion of the Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire
Regiment) No 14009.
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John was involved in the attack on Contalmaison village which started on 8 July
1916. Unfortunately, he was severely wounded and taken to the military
hospital in Etaples, but died there of his wounds on 11 August 1916. He is
buried at the Etaples Military Cemetery, France.

A memorial service
was held at St Peter’s
church, Alstonefield,
which was reported in
the Ashbourne News
on 15 September

|
| 1915.
|
(5)
| . In Memoriam.
BEN&\‘INGTON-In lov

) in
ohn Bennington, of Mgil
: Derby
Augist 11th, 1916. :
A loved- ane_gone, but not fgrgot
+ 08 it ‘datwns, another yéar -r -
+1BI9UF fonély. haura of thiy AL, .

1 Dale,

3‘e,dom".s cause_his

>

thiat:

B
: A}‘s;gﬁnﬁe

Source of information
1.

onewN

jgreatest symp

memniory of Privﬁe

Regiment, who died®rom wounds

ughts.-of- fin are a Ways féar.
life he give,

) ;gﬁ%}ntgzndu‘ré;
e ale, A y. Ashbourne -
missed hy-bis’ Aunt Annie and Frances.

| Memorial Service.—On Sunday last, a
memorial service for the late Private John
Bennington was held during the evening service
Iat the parish church, Alstonefield. Portions
from the burial service were taken instead of}
the usual prayers, and the hymns * Peace,
fect peace;” * Fight:the goed fight,” and “ On
the Resurrection morningd” were sung. The
Rev. A: E: Bxown (vicar) conducted the service,
and preached a most comforting and -helpful
sermon. A large congregatiom assembled to do
honour to the memory of the fallen coldier, and
joined feelingly in the service. Private John
‘Bennington was a natice of Mill Dale, and he
enlisted in the Sherwood Foresters-amangst the.

{first recruits after the outbreak of war. He

‘was severely wounded :eéarly. this. summer, and
succumbed to. his “injuries at the beginning of
August, being in his twenty-first year. The

athy is-felt ‘with his relatives and

friends.

1st Notts.

John was remembered by his family via
The Ashbourne News in August 1918, 2
years after his death.
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Photograph ®natgould.org

Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk

Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk

Medal Record Card ©®Ancestry.co.uk

Newspaper extract © Ashbourne News 5 September 1915
Newspaper extract © Ashbourne News 14 August 1918
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In Memory of

Private

Thomas Brindley

43314, 2nd Bn., South Lancashire Regiment who died on 10 April 1918 Age 22

Son of William and Hannah Brindley, of Milldale, Alstonfield, Ashbourne, Derbyshire.

Remembered with Honour
Ploegsteert Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Private Thomas Brindley

Thomas Brindley was born in early 1896 in Sheen, Staffordshire. He was the
second child and eldest son of William and Hannah (nee Harrison).

His siblings were Elizabeth (born 1894), Maria (born 1898), William Harrison
(born 1900), Hannah (born 1902), Jane Ann (born 1905), Hilda (born 1909) and
Frank (born 1914).

The first census record for Charles is in 1901, where he was living with his
family in Milldale
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In 1911, at the age of 15, he was working as a cowboy on farm at Broad Close
farm Tissington.
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Thomas enlisted to 2™ Btn. Prince of Wales’s Volunteers (South Lancashire
Regiment). Records have not been located to ascertain exactly when or where

he enlisted or where he served, however, this battalion spent the entire War
on the Western Front.

His medal record confirms that Thomas was awarded the Victory Medal and
the British Medal, both of which were awarded for campaign service.




Thomas was killed in action on 10 April 1918. He is remembered at the
Ploegsteert Memorial, Hainaut, Belgium and on the headstone of his sister
Elizabeth in the church yard in Alstonefield

Source of information:
1. Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk
2. Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk
3. Medal Record Card ©®Ancestry.co.uk
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Private Thomas Brindley




In Memory of

Lieutenant
Ernest Edward Brown
1st Bn., Wiltshire Regiment who died on 08 May 1916 Age 22

Son of the Rev. Albert Edward and Lucy Jane Brown, of The Vicarage, Alstonfield, Ashbourne. Born at
Longnor, Buxton.

Remembered with Honour
Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St. Eloi

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Lieutenant Ernest Edward Brown

Ernest Brown was born in early 1894 in Longnor Staffordshire. He was the
fourth of seven children of Rev Albert Edward Brown and Lucy Jane Brown
(nee Newman). At the time of his birth, his father was the vicar in Longnor and
Ernest was baptised there on 18 February 1894,

His siblings were Albert Northall (born 1890), Wilfred (born 1893), Winifred
(born 1893), Elsie Marshall (born 1896), Victoria Maud (born 1898) and
Newland Roberts (born 1900)

The first census record for Ernest is in 1901, where he was living in The
Vicarage, Longnor
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By the time of the census in 1911, the family have moved to Stretton vicarage,
near Stafford, where Rev Brown was the vicar and Ernest was recorded as a

scholar.
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Ernest initialled enlisted to the Army Service Corps as a Lieutenant and
subsequently transferred to 1% battalion Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wiltshire
Regiment). His first theatre of war was in France on 23 June 1915.

X Zterd
He was awarded RE(WAN
the Victory
Medal, British e LE AEﬁ..q,qLﬁﬂfﬁ,ﬁ ) ] L
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Ernest was killed in action on 8 May 1916 in France and Flanders. He is buried
at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-5St Eloi, France.

Probate was granted on his estate on 03/02/1917, appointing his father as the
executor. Ernest left an estate worth £265 2s 4d.

Probate Register

BROWN Ernest Edward of Alstonfield ne Ashb
Staffordshire lieutenant 1st battalion Wlilltzslll;ire ?egio;xg?li
died 9 May 1916 1n France on active service Administra-
tion London 3 February to the reverend Albert Edward
Brown clerk. Effects £265 2s. 4d.

4)

Sadly, less than 2 months after his own death, Ernest’s older brother, Wilfred
was killed on 3 July 1916 and is remembered at Thiepval Memorial, France. '

Source of information
1. Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk
2. Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk
3. Medal Record Card ©Ancestry.co.uk
4, Probate Register©Ancestry.co.uk
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In Memory of

Corporal

Wilfred Brown

10835, 8th Bn., Gloucestershire Regiment who died on 03 July 1916

Remembered with Honour
Thiepval Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

_/_—_—M




Corporal Wilfred Brown

Wilfred Brown was born in early 1892 in Longnor, Staffordshire. He had a twin
sister, Winifred and they were the second and third of seven children of Rev
Albert Edward Brown and Lucy Jane Brown (nee Newman). At the time of his
birth, his father was the vicar in Longnor and Wilfred was baptised there on 18

December 1892.

His siblings were Albert Northall (born 1890), Winifred (born 1893), Ernest
Edward (born 1894), Elsie Marshall (born 1896), Victoria Maud (born 1898) and
Newland Roberts (born 1900)

The first census record for Wilfred is in 1901, where he is living in The Vicarage,
Longnor

Aclinpinistavetior Coicnty The underuentioned [Touses um wifnsle within s bounlarion of by l'age 1

T1e Tarieh | Fevbeniaeticsl Parisk Uyt g bt ) Worbi-uaiipa-Horsiglh Hural Districk Parliumentacy Borsagh Town ontitivgeer-Hemisd
7 A
alers oo ” = ’ - albelf [k | | olaere =
s e i B [ o e s .3 e e e e
—Unismiaiel | RELA: ]'g Agn lut Baployer, np;umnub
B Er e Sy e _:f_% P g | LEATE it .“:_n:-n-::.;- v o e | ¥ -l::. wiras sy lui?:‘_':.-."_ﬁ_‘n:‘mm-
¢ Lt tioasaper | 2 | N s Geterse Bremer| et | el | 0] @Mm;w R WS =777y, A
. i ] i Ly sfaras: . | tiife e | . 1387 - 4%_2‘1“4.—
: I |-V |ttt totietr Da . ders |.>{ .ﬂ; —+ T I R (S V- SOy . e
=t Neilfeeed . o | e V|8 V2o 0 | |\ aa. | [ —
B _':{ i .fc.u{:/u/ PO Ny il I Y I qf-,‘:h_‘_mu_': |
T | O | S Gt o | Loen | ;r! I | - S [ _
[ O [ [ Clait Bunaatt. Do Pawgata| v |1 STF 2, RIS o L
— - 55 lesia Prrcascet Lo Persey i) _,L,,z_/ I . . Ke _
| '___ e Neulond Wobcsle o | Cens | o Vel L7 - | e, P
| ] ¢ fabid fehirrsare | Sorernend S || 281 Heacitch Do, I,M,...Mﬂ_ A lie o
Sl | IS 5 - 3w T
s T et « ladlile wlieths dinest| L |16 :,.‘E:....a*un..{-_"% gl _!___ P — (1)

By the time of the census in 1911, the family have moved to Stretton vicarage,
near Stafford, where Rev Brown is the vicar. Wilfred is recorded as an

Architect’s pupil.
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Wilfred enlisted to the
8" Service Battalion,
Gloucester Regiment.
His first theatre of war
was in the Balkans on
19 June 1915.

He was awarded the
Victory Medal, British
Medal and 1915 Star
Medal, all for
campaign services.

(3)

He is remembered on the Thiepval
Memorial, to the Missing of the
Somme.

Sadly, less than 2 months before his own death, Wilfred’s younger brother,

Ernest, was killed on 8 May 1916 and is buried in Ecoivres Military Cemetery,
France.

Source of information
1. Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk
2. Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk
3. Medal Record Card ©Ancestry.co.uk
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In Memory of
Sergeant Pilot

Frederic Ralph Percival Burgess

1162683, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who died on 21 March 1941 Age 21

Son of Percy Alfred and Marguerite Helen Burgess, of Alstonfield.

Remembered with Honour
Alstonefield (St. Peter) Churchyard

FOR EVERMORE

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Sergeant Pilot Frederic Ralph Percival Burgess

Frederic Burgess was born in Derby on
14 March 1920, the son of Percy Alfred
Burgess and Marguerite Burgess. He
was known as Val to both family and
friends.

Percy (1886-1961) and Marguerite
(1888-1996) were married on 26
December 1911 in St Anne’s Chapel,
Derby. They had twins born 1917,
John A C and Marguerite F M, who
both sadly died in infancy. They had
another son, Christopher B, born in
1924.

(1)

He was a pupil at Bemrose School Derby, an all boys grammar school, from 1931
to 1934. He then attended Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School Ashbourne, 1934
to 1939, before studying at Birmingham University.

Frederic joined the RAF in July 1940 and obtained his ‘wings’ at the beginning of
March 1941,

On 21* March 1941, Frederic took part in a navigation flight in an Avro Anson
aircraft, registration K6248. Piloted by Flying Officer Eric Walwyn Padfield, the
plane took off from the No2 School of Air Navigation, RAF Cranage in Cheshire.
While undertaking a practice landing at Hawkswood Copse, Hawkswood Farm,
Rednal near Oswestry, the aircraft’s tail struck an oak tree and crashed into a
wood killing all on board. There was an inquest into the crash which concluded




that the pilot had failed to open the throttle in time following a practiced forced
landing and that he was not authorised to undertake such a manoeuvre. The
report concluded that the undercarriage had been deployed and that it was not

Frederic is buried in Alstonefield
Churchyard. His coffin, which was
covered with a Union Jack sent from his
old school, bore the inscription “Sergt
Frederic R P Burgess, died 21% March
1941, aged 21 years”.

A full report of his funeral was reported
in The Ashbourne News on 3™ April
1941.

known why the pilot was apparently attempting to land.
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In addition to his grave in Alstonefield, he is remembered in St James’s church
Edlaston, Derbyshire (below), Bemrose School and Queen Elizabeth Grammar

School.

(4)

Frederic’s brother, Christopher, made and donated the altar table that stands in
St Peter’s church, Alstonefield. It is inscribed — ‘C B BURGESS (Derby) 1957’

Sources of Information
1. Photograph —Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Ashbourne
2. Photograph — Alstonefield PCC
3. Newspaper Extract © Ashbourne News 3 April 1941
4. Photograph — St James’s church, Edlaston
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The King's School Roll of Honour
Canterbury

Home | Great War | Second world War | King's VCs | Useful Links | Contact Us

Pilot Officer James Frederick MINETT (62330)
No 2 School of Alr Navigation Royal Alr Force

Date of birth: 20th of January 1915
Date of death: 21st of March 1941

Killed on active service aged 26
Buried at Hackington (St Stephen's) Churchyard, Canterbury

He was born in London on the 20th of January 1915, the son of Frederick Harold Minett, civil servant, of Ashton House,
Lendon Road, Slough.

He was educated at Junior King's from May 1925 and at the King's School Canterbury from January 1929 to July 1931,
where he was in The Grange and later a dayboy. He gained a Junior Scholarship in 1929 and a Senior Scholarship in June
1930.

After school he went temporarily to a Palytechnic before going on to the London School of Economics.
Prior to the outbreak of war he was editor of the trade paper (Store).

On the Sth of March 1941 he received a commission as a Pilot Officer (Probatlonary) in the Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve.

On 21st of March he took part in a navigation flight in an Avro Anson aircraft registration K6248 taking off from Cranage
in Shropshire. While undertaking a practice landing at a Hawkswood Farm at Rednal near Oswestry the aircraft?s tail
struck an oak tree and crashed into a wood killing all on board. There was an inquest into the crash which concluded that
the pilot had failed to open the throttle in time following a practiced forced landing and that he was not authorised to
undertake such a manoeuvre. The report concluded that the undercarriage had been deployed and that It was not known
why the pilot was apparently attempting to land.

The crew were:-

Flying Officer Eric Walwyn Padfield (Pilot)

Pilot Officer James Frederick Minett (Pilot)
Sergeant Frederick Ralph Percival Burgess (Pilot)
Sergeant Wilfred Hewish (Wireless Operator)
Sergeant Peter Rowland Hill (Under Training)

The Grange

Back

hitp://www.hambo.org/kingscanterbury/view_man.php?id=68 09/10/2011



Sergeant Frederic Ralph Percival Burgess




In Memory of

Private
Charles Featherstone
27554, 2nd Bn., Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment) who died on 26 April 1918 Age 30

Son of Hannah Featherstone; husband of Mary Grace Featherstone, of Mill Dale, Alstonfield, Ashbourne,
Derbyshire. Born Biggin, Derbyshire.

Remembered with Honour
Brandhoek New Military Cemetery No.3

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Private Charles Featherstone

Charles Featherstone was born in early 1888 in Biggin, near Hartington. He
was the eldest child of Hannah Featherstone, although there is no record of his
father on either his baptism or marriage record.

He had a younger sister, Clara (born 1889) and brother, Frank (born 1895)

The first census record for Charles iss in 1891, where he was living with his
maternal grandparents, Thomas and Mary Featherstone, in Heathcote near
Hartington. There is no census record for his mother, whilst his sister was at
the home of Joseph and Harriet Webster in Hartington.
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In 1901, at the age of just 12, he is a cattleman at Dam Side, Peak Forest in
North Derbyshire. His mother is living in Heathcote, near Hartington, with his

younger siblings.

N ,AMﬁ . g . é o T‘—u;‘; ______l.___ ':-“"'/m LR o IR
1 M’“ el ia i = 'J‘./, azmi% AN I ”‘4"3;‘_’* -

I I Wt Baliteweth .‘224;.. L_.iﬂ./ &007)spatles ZAID [PA ‘
4 4, VD) ﬁfiﬂnm_ B 7 P4 ) . ke | Do Dlcesrsn |
Hipnas ' Aza | %_m PR P
t\__to;"/,.'»'dac.ﬁ%n( Q| 2 A A7 R R R Py __|_

(2)

On 27 May 1907 Charles married Mary Grace Harrison (known as Polly) in
Alstonefield. Mary was born in Alstonefield in 1878.



marti
Sticky Note
Although seemingly unmarried when Charles born, she married Thomas Shenton Gould from Warslow in 1906


By the time of the census in 1911, Charles was living in Milldale near
Alstonefield and his occupation was that of a farm labourer. His wife,
however, was living and working as a servant at Bank Top Farm, Hartington
and is recorded on the census at that address.
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Charles and Mary had their only child, Charles William (Charlie), in October
1913. Sadly, he was born with a mental handicap.

With the outbreak of war the following year, Charles was enlisted to 2" Btn.
Sherwood Foresters (Notts & Derby Regiment) 27554. Records have not been
located to ascertain exactly when or where he enlisted or where he served.




He was awarded the Victory medal and British War medal, both for campaign
services.
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Charles was killed in action on 26 April 1918 in France and Flanders. He is
buried at Brandhoek New Military Cemetery No 3, Belgium.




An announcement of his death was recorded in the Ashbourne News on 14
June 1918

1 nongé‘efm el '
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After Charles’ death, Polly lived in Milldale, in the cottage that is now known as
Polly’s Cottage, until her death in 1953. Their son, after initially attending
Alstonefield School was later sent to a special school and only returned home
for a holiday once a year. Charlie died in 1990 in Walsall.

Source of information

Census 1891 © Ancestry.co.uk

Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk

Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk

Medal Record Card ©®Ancestry.co.uk

Headstone © twgpp.org

Newspaper extract © Ashbourne News 14 June 1918
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In Memory of

Lance Corporal

Sydney Gilman
MM
240594, 2nd/6th Bn., Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment) who died on 21 March 1918 Age 22

Son of John and Harriet Gilman, of The Raikes, Alstonfield, Ashbourne, Staffs.

Remembered with Honour
Arras Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Lance Corporal Sydney Joseph Gilman MM

(1)

Sydney Joseph Gilman was born at the end of 1895 in Wetton, Staffordshire. He
was the second son and fifth child of John and Harriet (nee Buckley) Gilman.

Sydney’s siblings were also born in Wetton and were Jane Ann (born 1887), John
(born 1889), Ellen Elizabeth (born 1892), Lydia Alice (born 1894), Edith Elsie (born
1898), Ada Mary (born 1899), Victor Charles (born 1901), Fred George (born
1903), Albert Leslie (born 1906) and Harold (born 1911).




At the time of the census in 1901, the family are living in Wetton and Sydney’s
father was described as a General Labourer.
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Moving forward 10 years to 1911, and the census describes Sydney, now aged 15,
as ‘Boy working on farm’. He was working for Thomas White at Castern Hall Farm,
near llam, Staffordshire.

T

(3)




Sydney enlisted into the 2" /6™ Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby
Regiment). Although the date of his enlistment is unknown, in line with the brief
history of the Battalion below, it was probably between November 1914 and
February 1915

This Battalion was formed at Chesterfield on 14 September 1914. On 2 November
1914 they moved to Buxton, Derbyshire where they took over the Empire Hotel.
On 3 February 1915 they moved to Luton and joined the 178" brigade of the 59"
division. InJune 1915 they moved to Dunstable and on 9 August 1915 to
Watford. In April 1916 they moved to Dublin taking part in the suppression of the
Irish Rebellion. InJuly 1916 they were at the Curragh and in January 1917
returned to Fovant on Salisbury Plain. They landed at Boulogne, France, on 26
February 1917. They were reduced to cadre strength on Lines of Communication
on 7 May 1918 and finally disbanded on 31 July 1918.

Sydney was awarded the Military Medal on 31 March 1917. His citation reads;

For gallantry and devotion to duty during operations at Jeancourt on 31%
March 1917, when the battalion successfully attacked and captured both
the villages of Vendelles and Jeancourt.

Nome Corpe. Linnk,
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In addition he was
awarded the British
War medal and the

Victory medal, for
campaign services.

(4)




Sydney was killed in action during the German attack on the lines at Mory
’Abbaye, France on 21 March 1918. He has no known grave and is
commemorated on the Arras Memorial, France.

The following extracts describe the German attack of 21% March 1918, which was
the first German Drive of the Somme Offensive in 1918

The Battalion War Diary for that day states;

‘Very heavy enemy barrage on front line from 5.00am to 9.30am. Enemy
attacked at 9.30am. Battalion suffered very heavy casualties.’

A further narrative, written by Lt Col H S Hodgkin (4" Dragoon Guards),
commanding 2/6™ Sherwood Foresters reads;

‘The enemy after this by bombing eventually captured the trenches on the
embankment up to the Regimental Aid posts. He had also penetrated on
my left. After collecting signallers, runners and servants, Battalion
headquarters fought (with practically no cover from the rear) until all the
ammunition was spent, and most of the officers and men were casualties.
It was not until we were entirely surrounded that that part of the railway
Embankment near Battalion Headquarters was taken by the enemy.

I am proud to state that all the ranks fought splendidly, and it is difficult,
where all did so well to single out any individuals for special praise.’

These two narratives give an indication of the battle that Sydney was involved in
and resulted in his death.

Source of information
1. Photograph © Sherwood Foresters Museum
2. Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk
3. Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk
4. Medal record © Ancestry.co.uk
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AN EXTRACT FROM THE 2/6™ BATTALION WAR DIARY COVERING MARCH 1917

PONT DE METZ

Ist 9.30 a.m. Battalion marches via AMIENS to GLISY. Night spent in billets.

GLISY

2nd 8.30 a.m. Battalion marches via VILLERS-BRETONNEAUX to WARFUSEE - ABANCOURT
WARFUSEE

2/9th Battalion in billets.

9th 12.30 p.m. Battalion marched to FOUCAUCOURT

FOUCAUCOURT

9/15th Battalion in billets

15th 4 Platoons attached for instruction to 5th Battalion Leicester Regt,

16th 7.15 p.m. Battalion marches to BERNY, N.32.d.8.2. (map sheet 62c S.W.) and is attached to 176 Inf Brigade and takes up position in
Reserve line.

BERNY

16/19th In Reserve line at BERNY

19th 9 a.m. Battalion marches to CIZANCOURT via MAZANCOURT and MISERY. 3 p.m. Two Companies cross River SOMME and take up

positions in NOTRE DAME Trench (Map sheet 62¢ S.W. U.16.c.4.9. to U.16.a.3.9. and Sauterelle Alley U.15.d.2.3. to U.16.c.4.9.

CIZANCOURT

20th 6 p.m. One Company moves to Qutpost position in FOURQUES as support to Cavalry.

22nd 9 am. Outpost Coy withdrawn. Battalion marches via VILLERS - CARBONNEL to P.C. NANCY on ESTREES - VILLERS -
CARBONNRL ROAD.

P.C. NANCY

26th 1 p.m. Battalion marches to BRIE and occupies bridgehead defences. Battalion H.Q. at 0.28.¢.9.5.2.5. (Map sheet 62¢ S.W.)
BRIE

27th 2 p.m. Battalion marches to VRAIGNES. Battalion H.Q. at Q.19.b.7.3.5. (Map sheet 62¢ S.E.)

VRAIGNES

28th 7 p.m. Two Coys take up Outpost position and dig in on line covering Q.4.a.6.1. - K.33.d.5.1. - Q.22.b.9.9.

29th 7 p.m. Two Coys out digging support trenches on line to Posts at Q.22.b.9.9. and Q.17.c.4.5.

31st 2.30 a.m. Battalion left for BERNES and occupied quarry Q.4.a.4.2.

2 p.m. Battalion launched attack from ridge Q.4. Central and attacked in waves, came under heavy hostile shell fire but carried village of
VENDELLES successfully. Line pushed forward and captured JEANCOURT, 10 prisoners captured. Battalion then took up position from
R.1.D.85to R.1.D.25

H.S. HIDGKIN Lt Col
Comdg 2/6 Sherwood Foresters




Ist

2nd

AN EXTRACT FROM THE 2/6" BATTALION WAR DIARY COVERING MARCH 1918

Fighting Strength Officers 53, Other Ranks 883
Battalion constructing Reserve accommodation at U.25.b.3.4.

Battalion relieved by 23rd Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers, and marched to NORTH CAMP< MORY. B.21.b.8.7. (Sheet 57¢)

NOTH CAMP MORY B.21.b.8.7.

2/10th
u.14
11/20th
2]st
AYETTE
22/23
SENLIS
24th
ESBLER

25th

FIEFFES

Battalion on Working Parties on Reserve Line NOREUIL C.9.b. (Sheet 57¢)

Battalion occupied front line in U.14. (Sheet 57¢)

Very heavy enemy barrage on front line from 1 a.m. to 9.30 a.m. Enemy attacked at 9.30 a.m. Battalion suffered very heavy casualties

Remainder of Battalion withdrawn to AYETTE F.6.¢.3.3. (Sheet 57d)

Battalion proceeded by March route to SENLIS V.10.d.8.4. (Sheet 57d)

Battalion proceeded by March route to ESBLER, Nr BEAUCOURT

26thBattalion proceeded by March route to FIEFFES Nr CANDAS

28th

30th

CAMBLIGNEUL

Battalion entrained at CANDAS and detrained at LAPUGNOY. D.21.a.9.9. (Sheet 36B) from this point proceeded by bus
CAMBLIGNEUL W.14.d.2.4. (Sheet 36B) to

2p.m. H.M. The King visited CAMBLIGNEUL. Inspection of Battalion by G.O.C. 59th Division. Fighting Strength 30 Officers 627 Other
Ranks.

K.J. BUNTING Capt and Adjt
for Lt Col Comdg 2/6 Sherwood Foresters

Narrative of the German attack against the 2/6th Battalion Sherwood Foresters
on 21st March 1918,

The B:atta]ion went into the line on the 9th March. From the first all ranks were acquainted with the fact that the Germans contemplated an
offensive and.mal the Battalion front was certain to be attacked if they carried it out, consequently everything possible was done to make the
sector strong in defence. I state this to show that there was no question of surprise.

2K’ghe’S l’!th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, the right Battalion of the Division, linked up with the left Battalion of the 6th Division, and the

h Sherwood Foresters continued the Line northwards, joining the right Battalion of the 176thy Brigade just § Y

Village, Y £ ) outh of BULLECOURT
_ The Battalion was organised in depth: two Companies in front of the RAILWAY RESERVE - holding advanced
line: two Companies and Battalion Headquarters in RAILWAY RESERVE.

8 During the night 20/21st March my patrols were very vigilant, but they failed to notice anything unusual in No Man's Land, (Afer iy

apture, a Germ i : : : . 3 - (Alle
nigIIJ:t. erman told me that the attacking troops were lying out in front of the trenches, having taken up their positions earlier in the
At 5a.m. the enemy opened a terrific bombardment with guns of all calibers on to RAILWAY RESERVE ;

shelli : ; : » and the sam, e C enced
shel!mg the posts in front of that line with trench mortars. The bombardment was continuous until 9am. - except for aillil;}:: ltf]rll'l::ln:;;c;l .
!)unng the lull 1 was able to get touch with my posts. | found that the Battalion had had few casualties and the situation was well in han;i |
informed the Brigade of the state of affairs. The Bombardment commenced more intensely than ever and continued until 9 a,lln,

Simultaneously with the Artillery liftin ; Thic attanl 5
! g, the enemy infantry came forward. This attack was easily stopped, s :
to his own trenches. Y o  stopped, and the enemy was driven back

posts and the Support




For some time things were very quiet and I was able to make reconnaisnace, and I found the situation at 9.45a.m. as follows:.. three of my
front posts were holding out; the supports on the left formed a protective flank from TANK AVENUE, but the supporting posts in the rear of
the right company had apparently been knocked out by trench mortars fired from the apex. A considerable force of infantry was advancing in
that direction and they appeared to have take all the posts of the Battalion on my right. About this time a number of stragglers from the 7th
Battalion came to my Headquarters; these I collected and placed in my trenches. They informed that the Germans had already taken their
own Battalion Headquarters, and that their Battalion was "Done in". I was then isolated from the rear, and the cnemy was working round my
right. I reinforced my right, and as the men went along I explained the situation and told them to do their duty and hold on to the RAILWAY
RESERVE at all costs as we were certain to be relieved when our counter-attack made itself felt. At 10a.m. my left company in RAILWAY
RESERVE reported that the enemy was attacking in strong force from the direction of TANK AVENUE. I was able to reinforce this part of
the line, where some extremely bitter fighting took place at close quarters. I was not able to communicate with this company afier this, but
we could see them holding on and fighting with bombs for some time. At 10.30a.m. a force of the enemy moved round my flank and
occupied SIDNEY AVENUE, the whole of the RAILWAY EMBANKMENT was at this time enfiladed from the South by trench mortars
and machine guns. 1 was suffering very heavy losses and it was not possible to collect men to make a bayonet charge which [ had ordered to
be made.

H.8. HODGKIN Lt Col.
Comdg 2/6 Sherwood Foresters.

Narrative of the German Attack against the 2/6th Battalion Sherwood Foresters
on 21st March 1918

The enemy, after this by bombing, eventually captured the trenches on the embankment up to the Regimental Aid Posts. He had also
penetrated on my left. After collecting signallers runners and servants, Battalion Headquarters fought (with practically no cover from the
rear) until the ammunition was spent, and most of the officers and men were casualties. It was not until we were entirely surrounded that that
part of the RAILWAY EMBANKMENT near Battalion Headquarters was taken by the enemy.

I am proud to state that all ranks fought splendidly, and it is difficult, where all did so well, to single out any individuals for special praise,
but 1 should like to bring to your notice the names of the following Officers and NCO's.

Captain S.A. Rogers who commanded the left company in Railway reserve, was killed afier refusing to surrender. He led his Company
with great ability, and his personal example was magnificent.

Major A.C. Clarke, although wounded, worked a Lewis gun with much effect and on one occasion used it against a party of enemy who
were forming up for attack and inflicted many casualties upon them. He did splendidly all through.

Sec Lieut S.M. Johnson, (being badly wounded), collected reports throughout the action, and his utter disregard of danger kept up the moral
of the men. His work was of great importance and he kept going until he became unconscious.

Sec Lieut D. St. Leger, (R.F.A.) died of wounds the folowing day. This officer, after the lines of his Battery had gone, used a rifle until he
was so badly wounded that he was unable to stand. St Leger was several times wounded, and even when his jaw had been shattered,
remained cheerful. He was a real hero.

Sec Lieut H. Hickman A/Adjutant, did well throughout the action and his work collecting stragglers was of great value. He personally
destroyed all the correspondence and telephone apparatus, so that nothing of importance fell into the hands of the enmy.

Sergt Major Holroyd sct a fine example to us all. He voluntarily took up the task of organising ammunition for the last stand, and
regardless of personal danger kept up a supply of bandoliers. This NCO's devotion to duty was magnificent.

Sergts Parson and Mitchell. were both killed in the discharge of duties for which they had specially volunteered.

H.S. HODGKIN Lt Col (4th (Dragoon Gds)
Comdg 2/6th Sherwood Foresters




In Memory of

Private

Ernest Harrison

8247, 2nd Bn., Royal Irish Regiment who died on 21 March 1918

Remembered with Honour
Pozieres Memorial
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Private Ernest Harrison

Ernest Harrison, the son of The=as Cope Harrison and Mary Ann Chadwick was
born about the end of 1895 in in:orpe, near Ashbourne. His father, Thomas
(1869-1946) married Mary Ann Chadwick (1866-1895) on 7 February 1893.

Ernest had 2 older siblings from this marriage: Percy (possible registered as
William born 1893) and Hannah (born 1894). Sadly his mother died at the end of
1895 and as Ernest’s birth does not appear to have been registered, this may have
coincided with his mother’s death in child birth. This is not confirmed, but the
dates do link this possibility.

Following Mary’s death, John went on to marry Emma Chadwick (1871-1927) at
the end of 1896. They had 11 children, all half siblings to Ernest; Thomas (born
1897), Arthur (born 1898), Harry (born 1900), Alice (born 1902), Emma (born
(1903), George (born 1905), Edith (born 1907), Frank (born 1909), Ada (born
1909), Walter (born 1910) and Fred (born 1910)

Census records for 1901, finds the family living in Thorpe, with John recorded as a
general labourer.
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marti
Sticky Note
John, not Thomas



Moving forward 10 years to 1911, Ernest had moved from the area and was a
groom on the estate of Francis William Forester at Saxelbye Park, Melton
Mowbray, Leicestershire. The census shows details all the grooms on this estate.
His father and younger family had moved to Alstonefield by this time.
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Ernest enlisted into the 2™

Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment. ] T S
His medal card does not give %&? ggf{’f_ﬂé”j i
any detail of when helistedor | y474/808  —— o
any theatre of war. He was _—_
awarded the Victory medaland (£, ,, /- R N

the British War medal but not et |l | e |  hemarts
the 1915 Star. This award was e A9 Bb 97
made to officers and menwho |- ™" ‘ Y

served in any theatre of war e T i o
between 5 August 1914 and31 | — =
December 1915. This would , -
imply the Ernest may not have | om i
enlisted until at least 1916. ———

(3)

Ernest was killed in action on 21 March 1918. This was the first day of the
German Spring Offensive; however, the offensive was a failure and marked the
beginning of the end of the War.

Below is an extract from the battalion diary for that day:

In March 1918, the 2nd Battalion served with the 49th Infantry Brigade in the 16th Division.

The Division was responsible for defending the northern side of the Cologne Valley north of St. Quentin
and was deployed along a ridge centred on Ronssoy. The 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment was in the
forward sector of defence, based on the neighbouring village of Lempire. To their front was a network of
machine gun emplacements. On the morning of March 21st 1918, when the German offensive began,
there was a thick mist and the machine guns were ineffective. A heavy artillery bombardment caused
severe losses on the right flank of 49 Brigade, exposing that flank when the enemy infantry advanced at
about 9 a.m. Within an hour and a half, the 49th Brigade had been virtually destroyed. The 2nd Battalion
Royal Irish Regiment recorded 78 men killed outright and by March 30th 1918, the Battalion had been
reduced to 1 officer and 31 other ranks.

On the morning of the 21st March, as the right flank collapsed, the 2nd Battalion was exposed with the
enemy surrounding them on three sides. Led by a Major Harrison, they refused to give up and fought
from defensive position to defensive position until their ammunition ran out. They fought their way out
to safety in the evening when the 6th Battalion Connaught Rangers counter-attacked.

(4)
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Ernest is remembered at the Pozieres Memorial, France

Source of information

s

2.
3.
4

Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk

Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk

Medal card © Ancestry.co.uk

Battalion diary © The National Archives



In Memory of

Private

John Lomas

35407, 4th Bn., North Staffordshire Regiment who died on 07 March 1917

Remembered with Honour
Coatham (Christ Church) Churchyard
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Private john Lomas

John Lomas was born in the last quarter of 1871 in Fawfieldhead, nr Longnor,
Staffordshire. He was the fourth child of Elias (1845-1903) and Elizabeth (nee
Beresford 1844-1915) Lomas.

His siblings were Annie (born 1868), Lydia (born 1868), Herbert (born 1870),
George (born 1873) and Isaac (born 1878)

In the first census record for John in 1881, he is living at the Cottage,
Fawfieldhead, Longnor, with all the family apart from his 2 older sisters. His
father was a Farm Labourer.
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In 1891, John has moved from the family home and is boarding at 28 Peace
Street, Hanley, Staffordshire. He lists his occupation as a collier and is aged 18.
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A further 10 years on in 1901, John is still a miner but is now a boarder at 34

Birch Street, Hanley. His age is now recorded as 26 (only 8 years older than 10
years previousiy)
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John enlisted on 11 December 1915
in Hanley, At the time he was living

at 114 Keeling Lane, Hanley and gave

3, YWt & yoar full Akl ...

his age as 39. This would have
meant he was born about 1876,
some 5 years after his actual birth
yeai. IUis possinié that ne raobricated
his age to enable him to enlist.

John was assigned to the Army
Reserves the next day, although
continued to work as a miner at the
Deep Pit mine in Hanley.
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On 29 January 1917 he had a medical which records that he was 5’ 7%” and
weighed 141lbs. He was mobilised on 12 February 1917 into 4™ Battalion,
Prince of Wales’s (North Staffordshire Regiment) and posted on 16 February
1917. He was sent to North Yorkshire for training.

John died on 7 March 1917 in the Military
Hospital Redcar, whilst training. According to
army records he was 41 years of age. He had
only been called up 23 days previously. The
cause of death was acute bronchitis.

He is buried at Christ Church Coatham Redcar.




In addition he is remembered on his parent’s
headstone in St Peter’s Church Alstonefield,
where his correct age of 45 is recorded.
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A copy of his short service record is below
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Source of information
1. Census 1881 © Ancestry.co.uk

2. Census 1891 © Ancestry.co.uk

3. Census 1901 ©® Ancestry.co.uk

4. Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk

5. Attestation © Ancestry.co.uk

6. Headstone © Coatham & Dormanstown PCC
7. Headstone © Alstonefield PCC

8. Service Record © Ancestry.co.uk
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In Memory of

Rifleman

Herbert Spencer (Bert) Trafford

C/12262, "D" Coy. 21st Bn., King's Royal Rifle Corps who died on 24 June 1916 Age 19

Son of William and Betsy Trafford, of Spencer House, Newcastle Rd., Leek, Staffs.

Remembered with Honour
Berks Cemetery Extension

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Rifleman Herbert Spencer Trafford

Herbert (Bert) Trafford, the son of
James Bailey and Hannah Knight, was
born about September 1897 in Leek,
Staffordshire.

His father, William (1859-1933)
married Betsy Eliza Mears (1859-1933)
in 1880 and they had 8 children:
William (born 1881), Sarah Annie (born
1883), Percy Mears (born 1884), Jessie
(born 1886), Rowland James (born
1888), Hilda Betsy (born 1890},
Raymond (born 1894) and Herbert

(born 1897)

Wl e e gl b
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Census records for 1901, do not find Bert or his parents, although all his surviving

siblings can be found. It is not known why this is the case.




In 1911, the family is recorded at Spencer House, Newcastle Road, Leek. His
father is a master tailor as is his older brother Percy. Bert is still at school at this

time.

3
S 13T

i

The War broke out in 1914 and on 10 November 1915, Bert, who was by then a
farmer at Paddock House, Alstonefield, enlisted. He enlisted in Helmsley,
Yorkshire into the Yeoman Rifles (King’s Royal Rifle Corps). The 21st (Service)
Battalion (Yeoman Rifles) were formed in September 1915 from volunteers from
the farming communities of Yorkshire, Northumberland and Durham by the
Northern Command. They moved to Duncombe Park at Helmsley.

Bert’s enlistment papers show that he was 5’ 8.5” and weighed 126lbs. He was of
fresh complexion, with light brown hair and blue eyes. His next of kin is recorded
William Trafford, his father, of 15 Brook Street, Leek.

In October 1915, the Battalion moved to Aldershot. Whilst there, Bert was
punished for being absent without a pass from midnight to 07.45 on 21 February
1916. His punishment for this offence was 4 days confined to barracks.




4 May 1916 the Battalion landed in France, subsequently moving to the Ypres
sector and billets near the village of Ballieul for three weeks of training to
familiarise them with the arts of trench warfare before they moved into the line
for the first time as a fighting unit at Ploegsteert.

Bert was killed in action, in the field, on 24 June 1916, little more than 7 weeks
after arriving in France.

Shortly before daylight on the morning of 24 June, Bert was looking over the
parapet of his trench towards the enemy lines for any sign of activity. This was
the dawn ‘stand-to’ when a sudden attack by the Germans was a possibility. A
sniper, his rifle trained for such an opportunity, took aim and fired. Bert Trafford
was shot through the head and died instantly.

He is buried in the Berks Cemetery Extension, Belgium.

In addition he is remembered on the Nicholson War Memorial in Leek.




News of Bert’s death was recorded in the Leek
Times dated July 1 1916.

The article included a copy of the letter sent to
his parents from his platoon officer, T R Hervey
2"! Lieutenant. In it he details how Bert died
and also expresses what a good man he was
and how well liked he was by everyone.

ROLL OF HONOUR. -

RIFLEMAN BERT TRAFFORD KILLED

The sympatby of the town will be extended to
Mr. and Mrs. W. Traflord, Newcastle road, Leek,
in the loss of their yoangest son, Rifleman Herbert
Spencer Traflord, of the 21st King's Royal Rifles,
who was illed on Saturday last at the Froot.

Rifleman Trafford was a fine young fellow and
joined tbe Army 12 months before be need bave done.
He was a very keea soldier and notbing could per-
suade bim from goiog althongh he was not 19
{rars of age until last week. He joined in October
ast and went 10 Fraoce seven weeks ago,
Previous to joining be was learning farming with
Mr. Jobo Gould, Tbe Paddock Farm, Alstonfield,
and bad about seven mooths 1o serve to complete
bis indentures.

The following letter shows how he was killed :—

21st. K.R.R.
B.E.F. june 24, 1916.

Dear Mr Trarrorp.—I hope that before you
receive my letler you will bave heard from atner
sources the main fact coocerning Rifleman
Trafford, ol my Platoan, who I understand is
your son. Kifileman Trafford tn our great repret
was killed in action 1o the early hours of this mora-
ing it may be some satislaction to you to know
that he was encenscious from the moment be was
hit. and that I {ully believe that t:e was sparec all
suffertng during the short time that be lived aft r
receiving the wound, At the time that he was bit
be was lodkiog over the parapet shortly before 1t
begdn to get light, and be was hit through the
bead by a chance bullet and died before we coud
bave him carrjed away from tbe front hine trenches

Rifleman Traflord was one of the very best men
I bad in the Platoon, and was much liked by
everybody 1 may say this, I had marked bim
down for the next Jance stripe wheo a vacancy

"occurved. I don't think that there is anything else

Pcan tell you. I expect you will also bere Irom
one or two of his friende and I can only offer my
very sincere sympathy with y ou in your l0ss,—Yours

truly,
T. R. Hervey, 2od Lieut.

(4)




During his service he was awarded the Victory medal and the British War Medal
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Source of information
1. Photograph —www.nicholsonmemorial.org.uk
Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk
Photograph ©- www.findagrave.com
Article © The Leek Times 1 July 1916
Medal Card © Ancestry.co.uk
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KINGS ROYAL RIFLE CORPR. Army Form W, 5080,
IR ) i s N i l T'o be filled in by
ST v S , i Ofjicer in Charye of
g:j_‘g g}@—..\ -{%‘L. f‘L" L e e Ay j Tlecords.
STATEMENT of the Names and Addresses of all the Relatives of the above-named deceased

Soldier in each of the degrees specified below thal are now living.
i_r; to ho inserted, I the

Nore.—Against those degriees of relationship in which there is no relative now living the word “none "
angwers are not filled i, mueh correspondence and delny may be occasioned by the negleet,

. NAMNE IN FULL | J\IHII}E.\'S IN FULL
Degree of relntionship =, F every relative now living in cach of cach surviging relative opposite his or
enquired for (eee note aboer). . lier name,

Widow of the Seldier ... “Nane.,

Children of the Soldier and
dates of their births... v

Father of the Soldier ...

Mother of the-Soldier ... . ﬁeca,., i j"xdﬁﬁr:’i_ :
) fetliame Y . o codasad. Kear Koo k. %Hu,

| Full Blood I . Mrane. a wdens Auddeige  [rei ¢ KeCR.
! SS0AE e md B4 - . A faen i, a-;.;f,:ﬁ.«. R . lodow- b-Po:
Brothers of -] | —R—Wm Card . ) iﬁ.ﬂ&ﬂ-\fkm. Aevreosltabd . ek, © wby -

the Noldier

} Half blood

Full blood

Sisters of
the Soldier l
|
|

Half blood

If no Relatives in the degrees above are iving the following parficulars should be given:i—

Nanwd « Add lresses in full

Grandparents of the Soldier ..,

Soldier e

|
|
|
|
|
Ne])hcwn nnd Nieces of tller

Uneles and Aunts by blaod of
the Suldier (not Uneles and
Annts by mnrrvinge) ... i

DECLARATION,
I hereby declurve tlut the abovd is a-trae und complete Stubﬂnent of all the Itelatives of the late Soldier wow

living in the degrees enquived for, .
Wm Siguntave of the Declurani.

Relationship to {he Sollive. o i J i M
Address in foll 3 ; \iﬁ z&%‘g
" ba. i
that the ahove Statement and Deelneation mnde by _MH&W_ 4.,4&,.1.'&_, il o

1 hereby cortif) i

and :iigll{!:] inmy presence ‘!_-_. complete and vorreel, to the hest ofany knowledge ung belicef.
£ 28~ ' -
Ducl ot A0weadtle L. wic A8 awyor __Jueme 9,
Qunliliention, . [P A ” {/_@i{"’f}%%

Signnture ' . . Liaiinls &
of iliﬂi"'m" -4‘74'%‘{ @'féé)d_____ Adilress ____t?,g..,gy_@_. ”"“'.‘!:‘.._’;l(_ o -
y - — Slh oatla

or
Magistrate.) -ag'
. W WeETE G




Name. Corps. Rank. || Regtl, No,
. Xl ||ofoo 40

TRAFFORD -+
Medal. .| 'Roll. Page. Remarks,
- VICTORY W//ﬂ / Vita 89 -‘.

/ _ [

BriTisH /,,_.. %‘, 4 |
..-(& I

STAR = | K

Theatre of War first served in |

Date of enfry therein

iraRl—-114" Wi WA

AP @81 2000m. 1078 H St Fat. 545012

R,




In Memory of

Major

Edward Purchase Hall White

Al/106, 4th Bn., 9th Jat Regiment who died on 21 January 1942 Age 41

Son of John and Maude White; husband of Dorothy Joan White, of Angmering, Sussex.

Remembered with Honour
Kranji War Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Major Edward Purchase Hall White

Edward White was born on 26 June 1901 in the district of St Pancras, London
and was baptised in St. Andrews church Fulham on 3 October that year. He
was the only son of John Hambleton White and Maude Marion (nee Purchase)
and had an older sister Dorothy Hall (born 1899).
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Edward was recorded on the 1911 census, aged 9, living at Stanshope,
Hazelmere Road, Recular, Herne Bay, Kent. His father, at the age of 43, was a
retied grocer
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Edward married Dorothy Jane Low in early 1931 in the Ashbourne district,
possibly in Alstonefield. Dorothy, like Edward, was also born in London.




During World War 2, Edward served with 4™ Battalion, 9" Jat Regiment, Indian
Army and reached the rank of Major. Further information about his service
history has not been traced.

Edward died on 21 January 1942 whilst on active service in Malaya. He is

buried in Kranji War cemetery in Singapore and is remembered on his parent’s
tomb in the church yard in Alstonefield.
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He left an
ied estate WHITE Edward Purchase Hall of Beverley Upper-drive Angmering.
valued at on-Sea Sussex died 21 January 1942 at Malaya ON War serviee
£4518 12s 8&d Probate London 30 August to Dorothy Joan White widoyw,
Effects” £4518 12s. 8d.

(3)

Source of information
1. Baptism record © Ancestry.co.uk
2. Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk
3. Probate record © Ancestry.co.uk




Major Edward Purchase Hall White
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In Memory of

Corporal

Alfred Edward Wint

Mentioned in Despatches
70693, 2nd Bn., Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regiment) who died on 18 April 1918 Age 23

Son of John and Harriett Elizabeth Wint, of Alstonefield, Ashbourne.

Remembered with Honour
Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




Corporal Alfred Edward Wint

Born in November 1894 in
Wetton, Staffordshire, Alfred was
the eldest of John and Harriet
Elizabeth (nee Finney) Wint's
seven children. He was baptised
on 18 November 1894.

(1)

John and Harriet were married on 15 October 1893 in Wetton and following
Alfred’s birth had a further 6 children: Ada Edna (born 1897), Annie
Elizabeth (born 1900), Harriet Ann Finney (born 1902), Arthur John (born
1904), Frank Herbert (born 1905) and Frederick W (born 1913).

In 1901 the family are living at Standlow, Newton Grange, Thorpe, where
John Wint was an agricultural worker.
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By 1911, aged 16, Alfred had taken up employment and was working as a
general farm labourer at Hope Farm, Hopton, Wirksworth. His parents
were at this time living at Green Hill, Alstonefield.
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Alfred enlisted in Buxton and joined the 2" Battalion Sherwood Foresters
(Notts & Derby Regiment) and his service number was 70693. However, it
is possible that he was originally in the Territorial Battalion of the Sherwood
Foresters and was compulsorily transferred to the full battalion in
September 1916.

His war time service is not known although at the time of his death he was
recorded as serving with the 71% Brigade, 6 Division, British Expeditionary
Force



Alfred was awarded the Victory Medal and the British Medal, both of which
were awarded for campaign service and was also ‘mentioned in

dispatches’, although further details have not been found.

Name. | Cotps. Hegtl. No.
Wen 7. 020llo ¥ Denl. 7 vk 3
alfsel.
Medal, Lol Paga.
e Fu3. 2t Dy 2,
Bairna __do- - - C{""‘
Braa
’}‘;e‘at-r_o o;‘;r firstsarved in
Dats ot entry thoreiz
) K. 1380
—d

Alfred died, as a result of his wounds
on 18 April 1918. At this time the
71" brigade were involved in The
First Battle of Kemmel.

He is buried in Lijssenthoek Military

Cemetery, Belgium.
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Source of information

1. Photograph © Ancestry.co.uk
Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk
Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk
Medal record © Ancestry.co.uk
Photograph © lijssenthoek.be
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News of Alfred’s death was
reported in The Ashbourne News
on 14 June 1918

Newspaper Extract © Ashbourne News 14 June 1918
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Sergeant Thomas Edward Wooddisse

Thomas Edward Wooddisse was born in Alstonefield in October 1894, the
eldest son and second of seven children of Thomas Edward and Edith Rose
Taylor. He was baptised as St Peter’s Church, Alstonefield on 28 October 1894

Thomas (Senior) and Edith were married on 18 April 1892 at St Peter’s church,
Alstonefield and in addition to Thomas Edward had six other children, Mary
Elizabeth (born 1892), John Burnett (born 1896), Ralph (born 1897), William
(born 1898, died 1899), Alice (born 1900) and Margaret (born 1902, died
1906). Prior to his marriage to Edith, Thomas had married Bessie Wint on 7
June 1876 at St Margaret’s Church, Wetton. They had a son, Herbert Edmund
(born 1877). Bessie died in 1889.

The 1901 census records Thomas living with his family at The Hollow,
Alstonefield
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In 1911 the family had moved to Hope Cottage, Alstonefield, where Thomas
was an Outdoor Apprentice Joiner.
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Thomas’s father was a self employed joiner in 1901 and in 1911 had become
an estate joiner, presumably for the Harper Crewe estate. Thomas senior died
in 1912,

Thomas Edward enlisted in the Sherwood Foresters, 19576, on 12 November
1914 but was soon transferred to the Lincoln Regiment. After trainingin
Plymouth, Halifax and Sunderland he was drafted out to India. Whilst there he
rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant and was in the Supply and Transport Corps at
Rawalpindi. It was here that his health gave way and after treatment at
various hospitals he was eventually discharged from the army on 1 March
1918.
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Thomas died on 29 May 1918 and is
buried in the churchyard at St Peter’s

Church, Alstonefield.
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Details of his funeral are recorded in the
Ashbourne News on 14 June 1918. He s
described as having borne his illness with
wonderful patience and cheerfulness. He was
always of a bright and cheerful nature, gaining
many friends. His death was felt by a wide
circle of relatives and friends.
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Source of information

Photograph ©Ashbourne News 14 June 1918
Census 1901 © Ancestry.co.uk

Census 1911 © Ancestry.co.uk

Medal Index Card © Ancestry.co.uk
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Peter Hickling and Peter Leese

These 2 men are remembered every year, however, we know very little about
them.

Mr Leese (father of Peter Leese), was the gardener at Overdale and lived in
manifold Cottage.

He and his wife had both been married before, Peter Leese was his son and
Peter Hickling was his wife’s son.

Neither of the sons lived in the village but their parents did for many years.

Any more information about either of these men would be appreciated






